








Val. V. Numb. 47 


THE 


OBSERVATOR. 


A Letter fent the Obfervator. . The Anfiwer. Of the Ufe of Organs in Divine Wor- 

ip. Another Letter. With an Anfwer. Of the Plantation-Trade. That Eng- 

land may be fupply'd with Pitch, Tar, Mafts, Yards, and all Neceffaries of War 
within it felf. Of the Advantage thereof, both to the Crown, and the People. 





a 


From Saturday, December 7. to TUedDuesday, December 11. 1706. 





ountry-m. After Obfervator, we have fome 
wie M News tere your Obferva- 
tion, which as yet you have not meddl'd with, 
‘and which will keep for fome Time longer 5 
but I find, among your Letters, fome of “em 
worthy of Notice, which I would defire you 
to anfwer, for the Advantage of the Publick. 

Obf. What are they, Roger ? I will oblige 
you inany thing. ! 

Countiy-m. Some of ’em relate to the Church, 
fome to the State, and fometo Trades but for 
once, we'll pleafe the Parfons, and begin firft 
with the Church. I will read to you what 
this Church-man writes, 


“ Mr. Obfervator Dec. 6. 1706. 
“TOUR laft fpokea little difrefpecttully 
4 of Organs. Now, Ido affure you I 
“am no High-flyer, but would willingly 
“know what is the Meaning of that Proteftant 
“ Affembly, met in the 15th of the Apocalips, 
“on a Sea of Glafs mingled with Fire, having the 
“ Harps of God.g Undoubtedly the Sea of Glafs 
“mingled with Fire, is the Pavement of the 
“ Temple, in which that Congrefs ftands, and 
‘the Harps of God, are the Organs in God’s 
* Houfe.. Let but God and the Queen have 
“your Prefence the 31ft of this Month at 
“ Paul's, and 1 doubt not but the Idea of that 
“ Auguit Affembly will fettke your Mind in 
“the Truth. Iam 

: “ Yours, 7. B. 


Obf:. Roger, this honeft Gentleman has falf- 
ly accus’d me; I have not fpoken difrefpeét- 
fi ly of Organs; I love Mufick as well as an 
Man living. Iam as yet no Scot,and don’t c 
Organs a Neft of Whiffles; but as to the Divine 
Ufe of Organs, I know nothing of that Point, 
and would gladly be inform<d in it. 

Iam ‘no ApocalipticahDivine, tho’ I have 
read Firicu, and have had particular Corref- 
poudence with Mr. Dela Marche of Guernfey, 
the belt Man ever I knew, that ftudy’d that 
Roiht. “Iremember once, I bought a Book De 
Excidio Antichrifi, of the Fall of Antichrift, 
and in the Pretace to that Book, the Author 
lays it down as a Maxim, that, Propbetia 
wun quam intelliguntur ante Complementum, Prophe- 
fies are never ufderftood before they are ful- 
fill'd. This made me throw afide the Book, 
and never mone trouble my Head about Pro- 
phetical or. Apocaliptical Studies. A Man 
may get fafe to Heaven*without that Study. 
I will allow the Sea of Glafs mingled with 


Fire, to be the Pavement of the Temple, be- 


caufe I know no better ; but I can never al- 
low’a Harp to be an Organ, becaude I have 
feen both Inftruments, and the Difference as 
to.Form and Sound; and therefore cannot a- 
gree with this Gentleman, that by the Hinps 
mention’d in that Text of Scripture, were 
meant the Organs in God’s Houfe. 

-Nor can I think, that my Attendance at 
Paul’s, to hear the Mufick, would convince me 
of the Divine Ufe of Organs; for I don’t 
chufe my Religion, as old Women do Earthen 
Dithes, the Sound. °Tis Argument, and 
not Noife, convinces the Underftanding ; and 
if this Gentleman will give.me fome Proof of 
his ‘Reafoning, I may be his Convert. 

Country-m. Mafter, [love finging of Pfalms, 
and am {fatisty’d it is our Duty, and Part of 
Divine Worfhip. We are to praife God with 
our Voice, and herein the Birds of the Air 
are our Inftructors, who continually, in their 
natural Melody, warble forth their Praifes to 
that infinite fupream Being that makes Pro- 
vifion for all his Creatures. As every Tree, 
Buth, and Herb, proves the Being of a God, 
fo all the Creation, in fome Manner or other, 
make fome Return of Thanks and Praife to 
their Creator; and I am afraid, Man, the 
Chief of the Creation is moft defficient in this 
Point. But now, Mafter, the fecond Letter 
I ay laagy to you, is Concerning Trade, and 
tis 1 ° 


“ SIR, : Nov. 29. 1706. 
a | = very wellinform’d, that there is a 
“  confiderable Quantity of Pitch, Tar, 
“and Mafts, arriv’d from. New-England, the 
“* Produé of that Country: ’Tis faid the fame 
“ are, in their Natures, better than what we 
““ have from Sweden and Denmark: If fo, the 
“ Advantages of England, as well as her Ma- 
“ jefty’s Plantations, muft be very great, the 
“ Treafure of the Kingdom employ’d in its 
“own Dominions, and the Navigation and 
“ Shipping encreas’d. For, to have thefe Sup- 
“ plies of Naval Stores within our felves, 
“ without being beholden to our Neighbours, 
* muft enrich us, and impoverifh em ; make 
“ us lefs regard their Friendfhip and Intereft, 
“ and add to our Trade. | 

“J don’t pretend to underftand thefe Mat- 
“ ters near fo wellas your felf, but muft needs 
“ think, that if this Bufinefs meet with all 
“ due Enc t, and comes to Perfecti- 
“on, England will then be in a Condition to 
* maintain its Greatnels, without the Afli- 





“ftance of any other State; and which no 
| . Kingdom 
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Kin dom or State hereabouts can pretend to; 
* the fey Confequenices of which, are too 
‘© nusmerous to be exprefs’d. 





them; and when they come to Nop. 


the World, for Provifions, 





“J have no View, but the publick Good; 

“ therefore I you'll;#n fome of your Pa- 

‘ pers, fpare neither Reafon, Argament, nor, 

* Rhetorick , to Hluftratean that may 

“ contribute fo wonderfully to our Country’s 
* Beriefit. Lam, Sir, : : 

“ Your humble Servant,C. R, 


Obf: I think the Gentleman that wrote this 
Letter, has faid much to the Purpofe; enough, 
I think, to convince Englifh-men of the Ad- 
vantages we may have of the Benefits will ac- 
crue to the Crown in particular, and to the 
Nation in general, were this Trade” encon- 
rag’d. 

t he Queen and the People can never have 
feparate Interefts, without weakening the 
Bands of Union betwixt ’°em. What is the 
Advantage, if one is the Intereft of the other ? 
If the Merchant profpers, the Queen profpers ; 
amd when both profpers, the Nation muft flou- 
rith. 

The Commodities here mention’d, are Ne- 
ceffaries‘of War; and Iam fatisfy’d no Nation 
in the World hasall the Neceflariesamong them- 
felves, except England. We have hitherto been 


c 









Parliament would take off the py: 
| € Gonin ies, that thall be igo 
from @uf Plantations, during this Wa, for 
ought Ienow, our Merchants might quick) 

underfel the Northern People in the Por -, 
Ort of 
| New-England would receive a wonderfy] Ad 
vantage, was this Trade cultivated aMonoft 
them, their Building of Ships, would he >. 
creas'd, as well asthe Confumption of Proy;¢ 
ons, and the Wealth of- the Plantations w;jj ,, 
laft come home to England. 

It is wonderful, that a Trade in fo Many 
ways beneficial to the Englifh Nation, thot: 
be fo carelefsly negleéted, that no good Lay 
fhould “be enacted for. its Encouragement ' 
There was a Thought of it in the late Reign 
and fome Perfons were-fent over to make En. 
quiry, whether the Country would afford pa. 
val Stores fufficient for the U{e of our Nation 
and it was reported fufficient ; and I fuppofe 
the Story of the Faul! land Mafi-thip is nos 
forgot, nor how it was flubber’d over, as mog 
.of the Mifcarriages of the Navy have been, 

Certain it is nothing can tend more to the 
common Good of this Kingdom, than an Fp. 






will at 


fupply’d<from the Northerx Crowns; and if| couragement of this Trade; but fhould I en. 


we do fo forthe future, and negleét our Plan- 
tation-Trade, Time may come when! we ma 
repent it; for we are not certain always to 
have Peace with the North. 

Befides this Particular, an Improvement of 
the Plantation- Trade, will be a great Advan- 
tage to Exgland in many others: The Encreafe 
of our Shipping, and a good’ Breed of Sailors, 
muft neceflarily enfueupon it; when, as now, 
weneither ufe our Ships, or breed our Sailors 
in that Trade, but all thofe Commodities are 
brought to us on foreign Bottoms, naviga- 
ted by foreign Sailors. 

’Tis undoubtedly true, that thefe Commo- 
dities are as good, if not better, in the Eng- 
lif Plantations, than elfe where; and’were 
there fome prefent Encouragement given'to 
that Trade, we fhould have thofe Commodi- 
ties cheaper among our felves, than we can 
buy eantrca others. } ee 

This is the Point we are to infift upon and 
this, at firft fight feems very hard tobeprov d ; 
for I {ee a prefent plaufible Objection, that °tis 
a longer Run to New-England, than Norway ; a 
long Voyage, great Pay, and great Confturmp- 
tion .of Provifion in Vidtuals, which makes 
great Charfes, and confequently little Profit ; 
and that Norway will always underfel New- 
Englond tx the River of Thames, and coufe- 
quently keep its Trade. - 

Here ate weighty Objections to be re- 
mov’d: We can’t at prefent fail fo cheap as 
the Danes and Swedes, m Refpect of Seamens 
Wages, by Reafon of the War, which takes a- 
way fo great a Number of our Sailors into the 
publick Service; but as to the Vittmalling 
Point, there is = open or “fh Beg 
England Voyage : vidtua in 5 
in their Voyage,they pafS the Banks of New- 
foundland, where they havea conftant Supply 
for the Labour only of taking 


ter into the Detail of all the Remora’s and Ob}. 


y } ftructions of our Trade in general, and of this 


in particular, the Subject would become invi- 

dious, and I fhould be efteem’d, as I have been, 

an Enemy to Cafar, becaufe I write for Cafn’s 

Pr hat and therefore, Roger, 1 will make a 
top. 

Country-m. Mafter, I have found out othe 
Letters in this Heap, on which I would defire 
your Opinion; but fince you ftop Obferving, 
I will ftop Reading, and go to Bed, and. fl 
and fnore, like any Hog; not Robbin himf 
excepted, Good Night, Mafter. 


— 





_ ot. “Advertifements. 


Juft publifh’d, 
eeth Ret angst age to the Lord Beilhaven's 
ch,in. Relation to.the pretended Independency of the 
Sortsp Nation, from that of England; wherein it is 
‘prov’d, by ancient Records, Law, and Hiftory, that the 
Scots Kings did acknowledge theit Subjection to the Im- 


3] perial Crown of England long before, and fince the Con- 


gueft. Pr.id. The three Grand Queries refolv’d, fhew- 
ing the great Iniquities and Injuliice in any one Prince 
that attempts, by War, Blood, and Rapine, to be fole 
Lord Paramount, and univerfal Monarch over all other 
Kings, free Princes, and States. By a Gentleman learned 
in Divinity, Law, and Hiftory. Price 2.4. Both fold 
by B. Bragge, in Pater-Nofter-Row, 


*,* The Life of Faith,as it is the Evidence of Things 
unfeen. A Sermon preach’d contraétedly before the King 
at Whitehall, upon July 22. 1660. by Richard Baxter, 
one of his Majefty’s lains in Ordinary, Publifh’é 
by his Majefty’s {pecial Command, with Enlargement, 
and Relaxation of the Stile, for common Ufe. Sold ly 
B. Bragge in Pater-Nofter-Row. : 

*,* The Britifg Intelligencer, or, Country-man’s Hi- 
ftory, Containing -a Narrative of the important 
Affairs, both at Home and Abroad. To which is alle 
added, 2 Relation of the moft remarkable, Accidents, 
and diverting Occurences of the Town, never before 
pririted. Begun for the Year 1706. for the Month of 
November, and to be contiau’d Monthly. Price 2d. Sold 
| B. Bragge in Pater-Nofler-Row. Where may be has 

the former Oaes, from March lait. 
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